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Greetings to you, my brothers and sisters in Christ!


With the good food of the church picnic still lingering on our lips and the renewal of our spirits from Vacation Bible School, let us welcome August!  Even with our record summer heat … our enthusiasm to be Christ’s church is strong!  Sign up sheets for Caritas are filling up and plans are set for the care of our soon to arrive guests.  It has been a good summer at Gayton Road—a summer chocked full of God’s sightings!

· Here is my list of observations over the summer:

· The church received some much needed equipment for the office and the kitchen from anonymous donors.  

· There were a whole lot of folks building and painting a very large ship in our fellowship hall.

· Jeremy earned the title Boatwright.  I look at that ship and I think…miracle?

· Our organist, Clint, can play hymns we call out and still provide our worship services with the most beautiful preludes and postludes!

· Volunteers poured forth for teaching Vacation Bible School.  

· Our VBS director said YES!

· The Youth raised a lot of money for VBS with a car wash.

· We sent three youth to camp and they want to go back next year.

· Jonathan has led a spirited filled Bible study on Tuesday mornings and still managed two lock-ins for the youth.

· Andi and her husband Kevin have gotten our new office computer up and running and loaned us a projector to use this month.

· Megan has led us with her beautiful voice and guitar in worship.

· The clowns made an appearance after a long sabbatical!

· My family from Texas pitched in with music and puppet show!

· EJ Wingo is as steady as his drum beats!

· Everyone is doing something for Caritas.

· Our children and youth have had a quality education during the summer.

· Our worship attendance has held through the summer and I have seen a lot of smiles!


There is of course much more to mention.  How is your God sightings list coming along?  Where have you seen God at work this summer?  I would love to hear from you and if you give me permission…I will pass along our God sightings to our church website to share with the world.  The God who began a good work in us through Christ Jesus will see it through to completion!  

I will see you in church this Sunday!

Blessings,

Revy Debbie
August Calendar
8/1
Jubilee Practice @ 9am


Summer Worship @ 10am

Linger Longer &

Congregational Info. Session
8/3
NO Morning Bible Study


Disciples at Prayer @ 7pm

8/4
Last Evening Bible Study @ 6:30pm

8/8
Jubilee Practice @ 9am


Summer Worship @ 10am

Elders Meeting  after worship

8/10
NO Morning Bible Study

8/12
St. Mary’s Woods @ 11am

8/14
CARITAS prep @ 7:30am

CARITAS Guests arrive 5-630pm
8/15
Jubilee Practice @ 9am


Summer Worship @ 10am

YOUTH  D.D’s Bears

Cabinet Meeting  after worship


Lynmoore worship @ 1pm

CARITAS Guests arrive 5-630pm

8/16
CARITAS Guests arrive 5-630pm
8/17
Disciples at Prayer @ 7pm


Morning Bible Study @ 1030am

CARITAS Guests arrive 5-630pm

8/18
CARITAS Guests arrive 5-630pm


Choir practice resumes @ 7pm

8/19
CARITAS Guests arrive 5-630pm

8/20
CARITAS Guests arrive 5-630pm

8/21
CARITAS clean up @ 7:30am
8/22
Jubilee Practice @ 9am


Summer Worship @ 10am

Newsletter deadline
8/24
Morning Bible Study @ 1030am

8/29
Jubilee Practice @ 9am


Summer Worship @ 10am

Worship meeting  after worship
8/31
Morning Bible Study @ 1030am
9/6
Office Closed for Labor Day
A note from Jonathan
Greetings Gayton Road, 
As I write this, Vacation Bible School is one day away, and I am full of anticipation.  In many ways, VBS was my introduction to the youth and children of GRCC last year.  I hold many fond memories of those high energy, heat-filled hours of recreation with the kids.  And I look forward to another round of it!

I’m also looking forward to participating for the first time in a GRCC tradition about which I have heard so much: D.D.’s Bears. On August 15, the youth and I will be taking the teddy bears to St. Mary’s Hospital, where we will present them to hospital residents.  I often have to remind myself that these sorts of experiences are some of the most sacred…for it is in giving to others – whether it be a cup of cold water or a teddy bear – that we encounter our Lord.  I am eager to share this experience with the youth. I will have wonderful things to report, I’m sure.
Shalom, 
Jonathan
Announcements

Rev. Carlton will be on vacation the week of August 22 and the week of August 29.  She will return on Sept 5th.  If you have a pastoral concern during this time, please contact EJ Wingo or Cliff Campbell, co-chairs of the Elders.  

Our last summer worship service is on September 5th.  On September 12th, Jubilee worship will resume at 9:30 am, (note change of time) as well as our 11:00 worship service.  

At this year's Fall Festival, we will be having our "Boutique" again.  These would be higher quality items that would not be appropriate for the yard sale.  So, if you are once again cleaning out your home and would like to donate items, we would be more than happy to use them in our Sale.  If you have any questions, contact Peggy Wingo.
Church School resumes this fall, with Worship & Wonder (for second grade and below), Worship & Discovery (for third through fifth grade), and Youth Church School. Similar to last year’s schedule, Worship & Wonder will begin after the Children’s Sermon.  But different from last year, Worship & Discovery children will leave with the youth after the first scripture reading, and the two groups will begin Church School together – after which they will split up for their own group’s worshipful experience.
CARITAS—Our Caritas families arrive on August 14th and already our pantry overflows!  Thank you so very much for the many non perishable donations.  Signup sheets for perishable food items and volunteer sheets are now in the Narthex.  Simply sign up as you are able.
Save the Date
Save the date—Our Fall Festival and Saturday Stew Sale is set for October 23.

Membership Committee

Church Directory-a new church pictorial directory is in the works.  Watch for details in next month's newsletter!
Check our website daily for updates and information about congregation life.  Visit www.grccdoc.org.  
Notes of THANKS
The Evangelism and Outreach Committee and the Taylor Family wish to thank all who made a contribution to D.D.'s Bears.  19 Bears and $375.00 were collected.  Thanks to your generosity, hospital patients in our community will know of Christ's love and that our GRCC family is praying for them.  Our Youth Group will deliver the bears on Sunday, August 15.
Happy Birthday this August to:
Sarah Schuler
  6

Kelly Schuler
10

Bebe Quarles
15

Alex Schuler
15

Jacob Draper
18

E J Wingo
22

Debbie Carlton
29

Tom Smith
30

 
Service Schedules:
For August worship:  

August 1
Habakkuk 1: 1-3, 2: 1-5
“A Vision Worthy of the Wait”
 (Habakkuk)
August 8
Acts 16: 11-15
“Blending Life With Faith”

(Lydia)
August 15
Romans 16: 1-16
“A Woman Deacon”

(Phoebe)

August 22
Jonathan Kruschwitz preaching
August 29
Jonathan Kruschwitz preaching
Deacons

August 1
Tom Young
Alicia Diehl
Susan Young 
Mark Clements
August 8
Paul Carlton
Becky Matz
Jennie O’Neil
Forrest Carlton
August 15
Susan Campbell
Grayson Walters
Chrissy Walters
Terry Pettit
August 22
Becky Matz
Holly McGinnis
Susan Campbell
Barbara Chapman
August 29
Mark Clements
Susan Harlow
George Harlow
Alicia Diehl
Elders

August 1
EJ Wingo
Judy Richardson
August 8
Jeremy Borden
Seth Spivey
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