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A Note from Jonathan
Greetings Gayton Road,

(I’m humbly filling in for Revy Debbie with this month’s newsletter introduction as she enjoys a much deserved time of rest and relaxation!)

September has arrived, bringing with it a promise for new beginnings – as a new school year commences – and cooler temperatures.  Likewise, we anticipate new beginnings and refreshment from our God, who promises to make everything new, and who refreshes and restores our spirits.  We have certainly been busy this summer, sharing in God’s work – through VBS and Caritas, to name but a couple of this summer’s endeavors.  May we take the time to be still and accept the grace of God’s peace and restoration as we now look to enter an eventful fall.

The highlight of my August was without a doubt having the opportunity to participate in D.D.’s Bears.  On August 15, I accompanied the youth as they walked the halls of St. Mary’s Hospital, handing out bears and sharing God’s love with the patients there.  I can’t count the number of times we were greeted with smiles and appreciative spirits. Some of the patients seemed quite happy just to have someone with whom they could talk and share stories.  Others were thankful to have the Church come to them, and we even had the opportunity to share a time of prayer with some residents.  It was a sacred experience, and I’m happy to have had the opportunity to share in this blessed tradition.
Having enjoyed a time of rest during the first couple weeks of August, I feel relatively refreshed and ready to go. As the fall approaches, I look forward to continuing with the weekly Tuesday Bible studies and church school. Away from church, I anxiously look to begin the application process for continuing my graduate studies.  Turning new corners and entering the unknown can sometimes be a daunting task, so I am thankful as always to share in a community of believers in which is always found God’s steadfast love and peace, sustaining and encouraging us in our journeys.
Shalom,
Jonathan
September Calendar
9/1
Choir Practice @ 7pm
9/5
Jubilee Practice @ 9am

Summer Worship @ 10am
9/6
Church office Closed
9/8
Choir Practice @ 7pm


Congregational Information 


Session @ 7pm

9/9
St. Mary’s Woods @ 11am

9/12
Jubilee Practice @ 9am

Jubilee Worship @ 930am

Adult Sunday School @ 10am


Worship @ 11am

Children & Youth Church School

Elders meeting after worship


Chicken Pick’n party after worship

9/14
Morning Bible study @ 1030am

9/15
Choir practice @ 7pm

9/19
Jubilee Practice @ 9am

Jubilee Worship @ 930am

Adult Sunday School @ 10am


Worship @ 11am

Children & Youth Church School


Board meeting after worship


Lynmoore worship @ 1pm

9/21
Daytimers (no morning bible study)

9/22
Family night suppers @ 6pm

Choir practice @ 7pm

9/26
Jubilee Practice @ 9am

Jubilee Worship @ 930am

Adult Sunday School @ 10am


Worship @ 11am

Children & Youth Church School


Congregational Meeting


Worship meeting after the


Congregational Meeting


October Newsletter deadline

9/28
Morning Bible study @ 1030am

9/29
Family Night Supper @ 6pm

Choir Practice @ 7pm

LOOKING AHEAD IN OCTOBER

10/3
World Communion Sunday


And International Flavors


@ Linger Longer

10/23
Fallfest: Brunswick Stew
10/26
Daytimers
Announcements

Congregational Meeting On September 26, we will consider and vote on changes to our church constitution.  The meeting will take place in the sanctuary immediately following the 11am worship service.
Congregational Information Session  join us on September 8 at 7pm for an information session discussing proposed changes to our church constitution.  The church board has approved a motion to take these important changes that will strengthen our church ministry before the congregation.  Our goal is to offer members an explanation of two important changes in our church calendar and in the makeup of our church governing board.  The meeting session will be about 15 minutes with plenty of time for questions and discussion.  Holly McGinnis, Vice-Moderator

Our last summer worship service is on September 5th.  On September 12th, Jubilee worship will resume at 9:30 am (note change of time), as well as our 11:00 worship service.  

At this year's Fall Festival, we will be having our "Boutique" again.  These would be higher quality items that would not be appropriate for the yard sale.  So, if you are once again cleaning out your home and would like to donate items, we would be more than happy to use them in our Sale.  If you have any questions, contact Peggy Wingo.
Church School resumes this fall, with Worship & Wonder (for second grade and below), Worship & Discovery (for third through fifth grade), and Youth Church School. Similar to last year’s schedule, Worship & Wonder will begin after the Children’s Sermon.  But different from last year, Worship & Discovery children will leave with the youth after the first scripture reading, and the two groups will begin Church School together – after which they will split up for their own group’s worshipful experience.

Family Night Suppers resume on Wednesday, September 22 @ 6pm.  Join us for good food and good fellowship!  Suggested donations for meals - $5.00 Adult & $3.00 for children.
Daytimers  will meet on September 21st in the Fellowship Hall at 11:30am for lunch (to be provided).
The Morning Bible Study will continue into the fall (beginning on September 14), meeting on Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am to explore and discuss selected passages from the Bible.  We will continue focusing primarily on narrative portions from the Hebrew Bible, from Genesis as well as from other texts of interest selected by the Bible Study group.  If you have any questions or would like to hear more about the Bible study, please contact Jonathan Kruschwitz.

Fallfest information – October 23, 2010.  Brunswick Stew, Yard Sale, Games and Lunch!  Workers needed!
Reconciliation Offering – September 26 and October 3.  Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) celebrates the Gospel teaching that God’s children come from all places and that the power of love at God’s table is able to bring together all races, languages, cultures and traditions. (Revelation 5: 9 -10)  We recognize that there have been forces within society that have misshapen our self-understanding and promoted division.  Acknowledging God’s call to be faithful to the witness of unity and justice, we confess that we are sinful and that racism is a result of our sinfulness.  Yet, God heals us and calls us to be reconciled one to another and all to God.

We will be collecting for the Reconciliation Offering on September 26th and October 3rd. Reconciliation Ministry Offering is used to fund our Church’s mission priority to become an pro-reconciling/ anti-racist church through experiential education, inclusive worship and intentional dialogue across difference. Funds from this offering provide Youth and Young Adult camps, training programs for leadership development, and resources to promote small group study and community-building.

Worship & Wonder.  W&W will be starting back up on September 12 when we go to 11:00am service.   We are in need of volunteers to become W&W Leaders.  If you have any questions please contact Carol Malla.

Save the Date
Save the date—Our Fall Festival and Saturday Stew Sale is set for October 23.

Worship Committee

The worship committee wants to thank Jonathan for preaching for us during the vacation of Rev, Carlton.  Well done!!
We also would like to thank Megan, Cliff and all those who have provided special music for worship during the summer weeks.  Again, well done!

September 12, we begin the fall morning worship schedule:  Jubilee service at 9:30am and the traditional service at 11:00am.  We hope to see you in one of the services.  We also invite you to help by serving as a lay-leader, giving the children’s message, providing flowers for the service, and/or serving as acolytes.  Persons on the committee responsible for these helps for worship are listed in the bulletin.  You may tell that person or add your name to the signup sheets in the Narthex. Thank You!

Our next special celebration is October 3rd, World Communion Sunday.  On that day, Gayton Road Christian Church will join Christians’ around the world as we eat and drink at the Lord’s Table.  People of many languages, in churches large and small, grand, ornate, simple, in homes, or made of mud brick and palm branches, will eat together at the Welcome Table and declare that we are One.  We are God’s people!

After worship that Sunday, the Worship committee and the Membership and Outreach committees invite you to stay for Linger Longer.  It too will be special, as we taste treats from the U.S.A. and many other countries.  If you would like to prepare something for this Table of Goodies, please let Carol Malla, Jennifer Barnum or Virginia Taylor know.

The next worship committee meeting is scheduled for September 26, after worship.

Membership Committee

Church Directory-a new church pictorial directory is in the works.  Watch for details in next month's newsletter!
Check our website daily for updates and information about congregation life.  Visit www.grccdoc.org.  
Happy Birthday this September to:
Lindsay Johnson
  3

Austin Harlow
  6

Grayson Walters
  8

Sean Daly

10

Janet Shinholser
10

Jamie Vaughan
12

Kristin Griffiths
21

Mark Clements
30

Carol Malla

30

 
Service Schedules:
For September worship:  
Deacons

September 5
Mark Cements
Susan Campbell
Susan Young
Tom Young
September 12
Steve Diehl
Paul Carlton
Barbara Chapman
Forrest Carlton
September 19
Jennie O’Neil
Holly McGinnis
Chrissy Walters
Grayson Walters
September 26
Becky Matz
George Harlow
Terry Pettit
Susan Harlow
Elders

September 5
Diann Borden
Teresa Campbell
September 12
Teresa Campbell
Gracie Tingle
September 19
Jeremy Borden
Cliff Campbell
September 26
Judy Richardson
Seth Spivey
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